
May 2, 2023 Oliver township board meeting 
minutes. 
 
Supervisor, Tom Ziel opened the meeting at the Township hall at approximately 7 PM. Members and 
guest present; Tom Ziel, Adam Herford, Steve Vaughan, Jamie Wolschlager, Kevin McKenzie, Gary 
Sweeney, and Bob Ross. 
 
Motion by Bob Ross to approve agenda with a change in wording regarding appointment of Planning 
Commission and ZBA members. Agenda was written with ZBA only. Support by Adam Herford. Motion 
passed. 
 
Consent agenda adoption, minutes of the previous board meeting and a list of bills paid. Motion to 
approve by Kevin McKenzie and seconded by Gary Sweeney. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer's report: 
Balance on hand is $1,014,594.65 
 
Adam Herford spoke with financial advisors at Raymond James at Bad Axe and told the group they pay 
5% on deposits. He will follow up with more information next month. 
 
Fire Chief's report: 
Fire Chief,JimSeley, reported the department got paid for a fire run from last fall. 
 
The annual fundraiser breakfast/raffle is coming up. The department is looking for 10 sponsors at $400 
each. They have several lined up already. The breakfast will be held at the Youth Center, May 21st, 8 AM 
to 12:30 PM. 
 
The department did training at Laker high school last month. They also practiced putting on their air 
packs inside the firetruck. 
 
Pumper truck number 2 had a water leak in the tank. Richmond Steel repaired the tank by welding on a 
patch.  
 
There was one fire run on April 24th. The department assisted Windsor Township on a house fire in 
Pigeon. 
 
Dan Armbruster and Jim Seley are working on the grant process. 
 
Supervisor Tom Ziel reported the asphalt bids for Richardson Rd is $210,000 and Maxwell Road is 
$218,000. 
 
Every year the Township Board has to appoint two Planning Commission members and one Zoning 
Board of Appeals member for 3-year terms. Dan Drabek (PC), Scott Holzwart (PC) and Gary Sweeney 



(ZBA) are due for reappointment. Motion by Adam Herford to re-appoint Drabek, Holzwart and Sweeney 
to their positions. Support by Bob Ross. Motion passed.  
 
Term durations: 
Dan Drabek and Scott Holzwart 2026. 
Al Bumhoffer and Terry Renn 2024.  
James Grannell and Jamie Wolschlager 2025. 
 
The Oliver Township Clerk, (currently Bob Ross) is a permanent member of the Planning Commission. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals: 
Terry Renn as chairman (until 2024). 
Bill Herford (until 2025). 
Gary Sweeney (until 2026). 
 
Tom Ziel reported a complaint about garbage in a township residence yard. Bob Ross will provide a copy 
of ordinance. Owner of property will be notified soon. 
 
Tom Ziel also reported that he would work with Sarah Mallory to submit paperwork for Covid relief 
report. 
 
County commissioner, Steve Vaughan, reported there is a statewide effort to protest the annexation of 
55,000 acres of public and private land next to the Grayling military base. He offered a resolution for the 
township to vote on. It says that our township would be against the annexation. Motion by Bob Ross to 
accept and agree with resolution. Support by Kevin McKenzie. Roll call Vote; Ziel-yes, Herford-yes, 
McKenzie-yes, Sweeney-yes, Ross-yes. Resolution passed. See attached copy of resolution. 
 
Bob Ross reported the Planning Commission met and they recommend Oliver Township place a 
moratorium on commercial solar development until they finish the commercial solar ordinance. Motion 
by Adam Herford to proceed with a moratorium on Commercial Solar development until the Planning 
Commission finishes their ordinance. Support by Gary Sweeney. Motion passed. Tom Ziel will notify the 
township lawyer, to proceed with public notices, etc. etc. 
 
Bob Ross reported that Marilyn Herford would like her mile of Farver road paved. It may take a few 
years but efforts will be made toward that goal. It's condition is poor and will need work to get ready for 
paving. 
 
Motion to pay bills by Adam Herford and supported by Kevin McKenzie. Motion passed. See attached 
list. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Adam Herford and support by Gary Sweeney. Motion passed. 
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